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Resource Fair at SWMS
th

The Resource Fair held on Monday evening the 26 of March was as a success.
There was a lot of positive feedback from both the Attendees as well as the Agencies.
Why host a Resource Fair? A resource fair is a convenient way to share information in the community. In this case: an offering of resources, materials, programming, activities, giveaways, subject matter experts, and more - all in one location. The attendees tapped into local organizations that also offer help and information.
This was just the inaugural
resource fair event of which
there will be many more to
come. This is where your help
is needed to let your Southwest Middle School - PTO
know what you would like to
see, learn, or is of interest to
YOU. Please help us to help
you. Send us your inquiries.
The email is:
SWMS-PTO@outlook.com.

Penny the Possum Stole the Show
Penny the Possum from
Possumwood Acres Wildlife and Sanctuary made
a special appearance.
She was the delight for
all who attended the Resource Fair.
Penny lives at Possumwood Acres along with
her many friends. Possumwood Acres’ goal is
to rehabilitate wild animals and release them
back into their native
habitat.
This is a non-profit who

could use your
help. If you
would like more
information. You
can find them at:
Possumwood
Acres.Org
Or:
910.326.6432.
They have a
wide variety of
Educational and
Outreach Programs as well.
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Onslow County Organizations
Onslow County Government supports many agencies that in turn
support you.
The Animal Shelter is one such
agency. Animal services strive to
educate citizens on animal welfare laws and to help ensure
proper care and humane treatment of animals.
It was great to see the Cooperative Extension here. There
mission is to help individuals,
families, and communities put
research-based knowledge to
work for economic success, environmental stewardship and an
improved quality of life.
The Health Department was also
on hand the share their
knowledge with us. The mission

and purpose of Onslow County
Health Department and Consolidated Human Services is to deliver supportive social, economic,
protective, and health services
that build better lives for individuals and families.
The OCPL (library) is a friend to
all - young and old. They are embedded the community offering
services at any of their four
branches and on line as well.
Their programs range from kids,
to teens, to adults, seniors, and
the military veteran. If you have s
question, they probably have an
answer.

beyond what typical centers provide for their senior populations
with five nutrition sites. Seniors
can take part in classes and other
social activities. In home and
social work services help to provide for the needs of the home
bound in our community. Home
Health and Hospice care is also
provided for those in need.
A special thanks goes to our own
SRO Deputy Hart from the Sheriff’s Department.

The Onslow County Senior Services is a certified Senior Center
of Excellence. Centers of Excellence are those that go above and

Onslow Community Outreach & United Way
Onslow Community Outreach is
an umbrella organization for the
Soup Kitchen, Homeless Shelter,
Caring Community Clinic, Christmas Cheer, and Onslow Oktoberfest.
Onslow Community Outreach was
formed to provide for the basic
human care needs of less fortunate citizens of Onslow County.
They also envision a community
where children know the love of
caring families and neighbors.

cal, health and human services
are available to people in the
community through Community
Investment Grants to local partner
agencies. In addition, they provide special initiative such as
Childhood Hunger and Financial
Stability; as well as Disaster Preparedness and Homelessness.
emergency funding to multiple
other projects and programs
throughout Onslow County.

United Way works to ensure criti-

Stand Up & Bee Heard
Anti-bullying is a campaign that helps to
fight and prevent bullying while raising
awareness of its existence through education and discussion.
This organization was
founded in 2015 by
Stand Up & Bee Heard
Ryan & Shiela WarTwitter
ren. Join this SWMS
Instagram
Family and see what

you can do to help.
Take a stand against
Hate, Racism, and
Discrimination.
Changing the culture
with Inclusion,
Equality, Civility, and
Unity is the goal.
Bullying has become
such a crisis, that
both the Federal and

State Government have taken its
stand to create awareness.
Some useful websites are:
StopBullying.Gov
StompOutBullying.Org
Pacer.Org
North Carolina Anti-Bullying Law
NC: School Violence Prevention
Federal Laws
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American Red Cross & The Salvation Army

The American Red Cross exists
to provide compassionate care to
those in need. Their network of
generous donors, volunteers, and
employees share a mission of
preventing and relieving suffering,
here at home and around the
world. The five key service areas

are: Disaster Relief, Supporting
America’s Military Families, Lifesaving Blood, Health & Safety
Services, and International Services. They serve 53 counties
and more than 4.6 million people.
The American Red Cross Eastern
North Carolina Region is comprised of the Cape Fear, Central
North Carolina, Northeastern
North Carolina, Sandhills, and
Triangle Area Chapters.
The Salvation Army has been
active in North & South Carolina

since 1887. The Army operates
hundreds of facilities and services
in over 50 commands throughout
the Carolinas. Programs range
from daily character building with
the Boys & Girls Club, community
centers, providing shelter for families in need of transitional housing, and safe and affordable
housing to seniors. Did you know
besides the Christmas Services,
the Salvation Army also provides
Emergency Services and Disaster
Services?

PEERS
PEERS is a program designed for
Parents to offer Education, Empathy, Rapport and Support. All
services at PEERS are for
the prevention of child abuse and
neglect. It is the goal of PEERS
to help parents be the best they
can be in their parenting role.

lies under stress deal with the
problems of parenting. In 1983,
the program was recognized by
the North Carolina Preventative
Services Training Institute as one
of the most cost effective and
comprehensive family service
programs in the state.

The PEERS program began in
1977 and was the only one of its
kind in the state. Through the
years, it has gained acceptance

PEERS offers services in Adolescent Parenting Program, Parent
Education, and Child Care.
as a model program to help fami-

Blank Canvas Awareness Art

Dyslexia. A(ttention) D(eficit) D(isorder).
A(ttention) D(eficit) H(ypertensive) D(isorder).
Through the use of a T(utoring) E(ducating)
A(dvocating) M(entoring) model they have
been able to build self-esteem by focusing on
one's individual strengths through creative

expression.

Dyslexic Advantage

Blank Canvas Awareness Art was founded in
2016 by Donna Gargett.
Wright’s Law addresses
individuals with disabilities and education. Here
are some more resources:

Dyslexia International

Understood
The Yale Center

National Center for
Learning Disabilities
Learning Ally
Bright Solutions
Head Strong Nation
Learning Disabilities Online
Decoding Dyslexia in NC

Southwest Middle
School - PTO
Southwest Middle School
3000 Furia Drive
Jacksonville
North Carolina
Phone: 910.455.1105
E-mail:
SWMS-PTO@outlook.com

We are on
the WEB.

We believe that Southwest Middle School is
unique and has individual needs and goals. We
want to help you succeed by providing resources
and tools. Enhancing school life for students,
families, teachers, and the school. Partnering
with parents to prepare our students to be responsible and engaged citizens.
What is the role of a PTO? That role is to help
transform OUR school from a pile of bricks with
books inside into a community where the kids
know that they are not alone. How you send
that message - what you work on this year, what
you work on next year, how you make the school
a better place - is up to you and your membership. There is no better cause.

School and Family
Meet for Success

Southwest Middle School has a PTO!
Southwest Middle School has not had a Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) for over 20 years! Principal Jerome Gidrey saw a need that
would serve the Southwest Middle School Community. Gidrey called
for a reestablishment of a PTO. Parents gathered on October 26th of
2017 for the first meeting.
In February the Parent Teacher Organization was formed. After a
simple election, the officers were named.
President: Tige O’Dea
Vice President: Crystal Williams
Secretary: Jessica Morrow
Tresurer: Beverley Hulse
Teacher Advisor: Amy Evans
The Southwest Middle School PTO Community is
growing, but they still need YOU! Meetings are currently held on the first Monday of each month at 5:30
PM.
On a side note, THANKS to all the people who helped
make the Resource Fair a SUCCESS!
We also want to congratulate:
Connie Eesley, Erin Racicot and Shiela Warren
For coming out & winning the PTO Raffle.
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