
Northwoods Park Middle School  

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY  

 

Vision:  Excellence. Every Student. Every Day.   
Mission: The Northwoods Park Middle School community will prepare students to be globally competitive leaders and responsible citizens in the 21st century. 

Purpose:  Inspiring learners to open global gateways 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Northwoods Park Middle School aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who will help to 

create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect, as set forth by the 

International Baccalaureate Organization.  

We want our students to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who understand that other people, 

with their differences, can be true and influential to our growth as young adults.  

Northwoods Park Middle School aims to develop internationally minded people who recognize their common 

humanity and shared responsibility of the earth, while fostering conditions to create a better and more peaceful 

world for our future. 

IB LEARNER PROFILE 

• Inquirers develop a natural curiosity, which allows them to conduct inquiry, research, and show 
independence in their learning. 

• Knowledgeable learners explore concepts, ideas, and issues that have global significance in a balanced range 
of disciplines.     

• Thinkers exercise initiative in applying skills to make reasoned and ethical decisions. 

• Communicators understand and express ideas with confidence and creativity. 

• Principled learners’ actions show integrity and honesty. 

• Open-minded learners understand their own culture and are open to perspectives of other cultures. 

• Caring learners understand and can show empathy, compassion, and respect towards the needs and feelings 
of others. 

• Risk- Takers show courage and fore-thought when approaching unfamiliar situations. 

• Balanced learners understand the importance of intellectual, physical, and emotional balance for all. 

• Reflective learners give thought to their learning and experiences while assessing their strengths and 
weaknesses.  

 

The Northwoods Park Middle School academically honest student in Years I-III: 

DOES  

• Acknowledge help from any person other than self 

• Acknowledge the source of direct quotations 

• Acknowledge information taken from all sources 

• Know what constitutes academic honesty and abides by the rules  

• Report others who cheat to school staff 
 

DOES NOT 
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• Use notes during a test unless allowed by a teacher 

• Copy from another student during a test 

• Copy another student’s homework/classwork 

• Hand in another’s work as his/her own  

• Do assignments for another student 

• Give another student his/her own work to copy 

• Communicate with other students during a test 
 

Students will receive instruction in: 

• Media Center resources 

• Appropriate use of the Internet 

• Use of school issued technology in a 1:1 learning environment 

• Basic note taking skills 

• Simple paraphrasing and adaptation of source material 

• Ways to acknowledge sources informally in writing and speech 

• Relevant use of direct quotations and citations 

• Simple ways to acknowledge information derived from electronic sources 

• Writing a bibliography 

• What constitutes breaking the academic honesty policy 
 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

This list is not exhaustive. Academic dishonesty can, in general, take several forms: 

• Plagiarism:  taking work, words, ideas, pictures, information or anything that has been produced by someone 
else and submitting it for assessment as one’s own. 

• Copying:  taking work of another student, with or without his or her knowledge and submitting as one’s own. 

• Exam cheating:    communicating with another student in an exam, bringing unauthorized material into an 
exam room, or consulting such material during an exam in order to gain an unfair advantage. 

• Duplication:   submitting work that is substantially the same for assessment in different courses without the 
consent of all teachers involved. 

• Falsifying data:  creating or altering data which have not been collected in an appropriate way 

• Collusion:   helping another student to be academically dishonest 
 

CONSEQUENCES FOR ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

After determining that the student has violated the Academic Honesty Code, the school may impose one of the 

following sanctions: 
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1. Student will be provided an alternate assignment or assessment  
2. The maximum grade the student can earn on the alternate assignment or assessment will be a 65.    
3. The incident will be documented in Educator’s Handbook as a minor incident for Principal/Head of School 

review.  
4. Students found guilty of cheating and/or plagiarizing may be disqualified from being considered for 

membership or may be subject to immediate dismissal from the BETA Club.   

Teachers should explain what this policy means to students in the specific terms of the work that they are asking 

students to produce. They should also speak to students regularly during the drafting of work, when the 

student/teacher interaction is more collaborative than evaluative.   

Coordinators (Curriculum and IB) should ensure that academic honesty and dishonesty is explained to the staff, 

students, and parents at relevant times, giving examples of both good and bad practice where possible. They should 

investigate any suspected breaches of the standard in an open and fair way. Their recommendations to the principle 

should be clear and reasoned. 

Principal –Head of School will decide each case on its merits, and should communicate the decision clearly to all of 

those concerned with reasons in the findings. 

Students should recognize that they are ultimately responsible for their own work and that the consequences of any 

breaches of the standard of academic honesty will be theirs alone. They should speak to teachers regularly about 

their work and show drafts of it at various stages in the production process as directed. They should ask teachers for 

advice if they are at any time unsure of what they have done in relation to referencing sources.  

 

 


